Interview with George Orr by Ben McGrae
25 May 2010

Oak Room, Liverpool Central Library
1.38 – Walking in to Goodison for first time – a religious experience
2.09 – First match - Everton v Aston Villa, 22 October 1955 - Dave Hickson, Bobby Collins

2.06 – Everton and Liverpool F.C. in the 1960s – Alex Young, Muhammad Ali

5.54 – Everton and Liverpool – very different clubs, the School of Science in the 1920s, Steve Bloomer

7.06 – thrown out of home for following Everton, lost girlfriend and job for following Everton

7.25 – 1966 FA Cup Final – hitchhiked to Wembley, Alex Young gave complimentary tickets – The Golden Vision BBC film

9.11 – Job only pays for my football

9.41 – Going to football was like going to Church

10.23 – First match day experience – standing only, bringing boxes in to stand on, Goodison Road, Gwladys Street is where all the atmosphere is – a magical place – best time at night games, floodlights
11.45 – Goodison Park was one of the best grounds in the world – double decker stands, main stand, modern stadia, Archibald Leitch architect, church in ground
14.08 – Everton in the 1970s – Billy Bingham, Bob Latchford, Howard Kendall

15.04 – Neville Southall – a typical Evertonian

16.10 – Players from the 1960s in debt – The Former Players Foundation, Hall of Fame nights
17.31 – Dennis Stevens

18.09 – money has ruined the game today

18.55 – Everton fans making up own football songs, unlike Liverpool

19.17 – Football hooliganism – some matches like a war zone – Leeds United, Millwall, Chelsea
20.08 – Mounted police escort from Lime St to ground, didn’t have that at Leeds

20.40 – Hooligans in the 1980s – knives, violence – territorial
22.14 – Heysel and Hillsbrough tragedy – fans treated like cattle by police, crushing of crowds, like a sardine, swaying, end up 10 foot away from where you were, all seater stadiums feel much safer

25.09 – Seating made matches friendlier, fans more reserved in seats, less chanting and jokes

26.25 – unique Merseyside humour at a football match, giving referees stick

28.16 – Pre-match entertainment in 1970s – RAF dog display team

29.20 – human cattle going to Plymouth

30.02 – Eddie Cavanagh running on to Wembley pitch in 1966 FA Cup Final
31.05 – The FA Cup in 1960s/70s, victory parades, crowds on St George’s plateau

32.00 – Harry Catterick and Sir John Moores, 1961-66, the Millionaire Club
32.53 – 1968/69 team, youngsters came through – Jimmy Husband, Johnny Morrisey

34.09 – Everton team in 2010 – a great team, coming up

34.44 – David Moyes too negative, done a good job, getting back to School of Science, Cahill, Pienaar, Rodwell

35.54 – Everton can win the Premiership, should be an honour to play for Everton

37.04 – Women in football – watching Everton in 1970s

38.23 – dread going to work on Monday if Everton lose

38.40 – The Merseyside derby – banter, passionately dislike Liverpool supporters, not hatred, a unique city, every derby been at the highest professional level

40.46 – Dad taking kids to the match – a rites of passage – could only take 1 at a time – Bayern Munich, European Cup Winners’ Cup, Semi-Final, 2nd Leg, 1985

42.25 – Charity Shield v Coventry, needed money for tickets, so bet on greyhounds to raise money 

43.38 – Everton will always be there – pop groups, the Beatles, come and go

44.06 – some are too passionate

44.47 – Harry Catterick and Bill Shankly – opposites – Catterick forced players to sign training book every day

46.50 – Joe Royle’s debut, replacing Alex Young – Catterick tripped over when facing abuse about dropping Alex Young
49.16 – David Moyes lacks self-confidence, poor results, draw too many matches, after 8 years still no trophy
52.43 – Everton top English football club historically, 4th best

53.38 – watching Everton v Chelsea, 2009 FA Cup Final at Wembley

56.12 – watching Everton v Tottenham Hotspur, 20 April 1963 and watching Alex Young scoring, still have the newspaper cutting
58.03 – watching 1966 FA Cup Final at Wembley, v Sheffield Wednesday, 14 May 1966, crying at Wembley 2-0 down, Derek Temple’s winning goal, Wembley crowds in pens fenced in, trying to get on pitch, hired coach from Crown Coaches, watching Cup Final at Clayton Square cinema, Pathe News, sleeping in shop doorway

1.04.16 – Hitch-hiking to London to watch Everton at Tottenham, walking to Luton from Dunstable, Cherry Tree pub on East Lancs  
1.06.20 – Hitch-hiking to Norwich
1.06.40 – Football too commercial, the F.A. doesn’t care about football fans, Robert Elstone, some grounds are empty because of Sky, 3DTV
1.11.08 – Everton need to stay in Top 5, keep profile up to survive, income from Far East

1.12.12 – Everton not fashionable, don’t see them for more than 3 minutes on Match of the Day

1.13.09 – Money needed from playing in Europe, a disaster Everton’s not in Europe

1.13.45 – Everton and Bill Kenwright run a tight ship, can only survive on foreign investment, American soccer fans and Landon Donovan

1.15.56 – Fans will follow Everton anywhere in the world – will go to Australia. Fans whole life is devoted to Everton. Hardcore fans.
1.18.32 – Match day ritual, superstitions – walk up same street, go through same turnstile, put bet in same back pocket, wear same top

1.19.20 – Selling fanzine outside the Winslow pub, Goodison Road, over the past 10 years

1.20.41 – Got to be there for Z-Cars playing as players walk out

1.21.04 – The origins of the Blueblood fanzine – ‘Everton in the 1960s, The Golden Era’ 1995,  paid for daughter’s wedding, Dave Prentice review, ‘Everton in the 1970s’ publication, wrote in Everton’s match day programme
1.26.34 – Fanzines – When Skies Are Grey, Speke from the Harbour, When Gwladys Sings the Blues – Blueblood become a collectable fanzine, printed at home, subscribers, voted in Top 10 fanzines in the country

1.30.46 – Racism in football

1.32.48 – James Corbett’s complete Everton encyclopedia

1.33.14 – Everton in the 1990s – Everton v Wimbledon to avoid relegation, 7 May 1994

1.35.24 – Running on the Goodison pitch, last game of the 1969/70 season, taking home Goodison turf
1.37.02- derby matches are between teams from the same city, not Newcastle v Sunderland which is regional match

1.37.48 – The Merseyside derby – means everything, David Moyes’s poor performance against Liverpool, build-up to the derby at work, in factories, the noise of the derby crowd, dreaded getting beat, no longer same kind of passion as the 1960s/70s
1.41.05 – Totally against Everton sharing a ground with Liverpool – what happens to Hillsbrough memorial, Dixie Dean statue, the quality of the pitch, club administration, King’s Dock stadium, re-develop Goodison Park
1.46.28 – History of Goodison Park and Anfield
1.47.24 – 1966 World Cup Semi-Final, decision to host England semi-final at Wembley

1.47.57 – England v Poland at Goodison, 1960s, regard England as another London club, internationals mean nothing

1.49.25 – Everton in Europe, pre-season matches, fans travelling abroad – San Siro in 1975, big brown coliseum, no steps, £10 ticket prices, 1 October 1975, sponge cushions
1.53.40 – watching Everton lose, Everton v Nottingham Forest, 8 April 1967 – at least they tried

1.54.34 – Legacy of English football fans abroad – Italy, Roma – have to be careful, can be fun
1.56.10 – Everton in Chile, 1909 South America tour, Argentina

1.58.55 – Lee Roose, goalkeeper in 1904/05, killed in war, Lost in France book

2.01.45 – Brodie inventing goal nets

2.02.03 – Everton and Liverpool sharing a programme, 1904-1935

2.02.48 – Barcelona Cup, 1924 v Newcastle

2.03.10 – David France – private collection, library in his room

2.05.05 – Billy Smith researching Mere Green, Goodison Road in 1880s

2.06.32 – Dixie Dean scoring 60 goals, 37 hat-tricks in career, Hunter Hart with one eye

2.07.40 – The future of Everton F.C. – passionate fan base

2.10.08 – Everton fans shouldn’t despair if they’re losing 
