
 

 

                  
Literacy  
Key Stage 2 
 
Writing poems about football… 

   



Overview 

Focusing on an object can help give pupils ideas for their own poems.  Performance poet 
Paul Cookson has written a series of poems about some of his favourite objects from the 
Everton Collection.  Each poem in this resource is supported by notes from Paul about how 
pupils can write their poems and a photograph of the object he is writing about. 
 
National Curriculum links  
 
English: Key Stage 1: En2: 1c. 3c, d, e, f. 6a, f. En3: 1c, d, f. 2b, d. 12.  Key Stage 2: En2: 4f, 
g, i. 8c. En3: 1a, b, d. 2. 9a. 12.  
 
Literacy Strategy:  Year 1 – Poetry Unit 3, Year 2 – Poetry Unit 2, Year 3 – Poetry Unit 1, 
Year 4 – Poetry Unit 1, Year 5 – Poetry Unit 1 & 3, Year 6 – Poetry Unit 1 & 2.  
 
Learning Objectives  
 
▪ To explore poetry on a football theme 

▪ Explore different ways of performing poems using rhythm, beat, tone of voice etc.  

▪ To write a simple poem  
 

▪ To read poems and listen to them being performed by the teacher and class mates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In this resource Paul Cookson has written a selection of poems inspired by some of his 
favourite objects in the Everton Collection. Each poem is supported by ‘poet’s notes…’ 
and a photograph of the object.  Pupils can search for objects on the Everton Collection 
website and use Paul’s notes to help them write poems of their own.  
 
BALLY’S BOOTS 
 
 

POET’S NOTES… 

This poem is almost like a letter to Alan Ball, saying why I liked his boots and what 
they stood for. I imagined being able to speak to him…maybe you could use that 
technique with a poem of your own… 
 
1. Choose an item from the Everton Collection 
2. Imagine that you are sending a letter to the owner of that item 
3. What would you say to them? 
4. Why do you like them/the item? 
 
With this poem, I wouldn’t worry to much about the rhymes but concentrate on the 
voice, the rhythm. How does it sound when you say it out loud? Does it feel natural?  

 
I always wanted boots like yours. 
White, distinctive, unique 
One of a kind –  
Or two of a kind to be exact 
 
You were the first 
The original 
Stood out head and shoulders above the rest 
Even though you weren’t 
 
A trademark, a brand 
Not one of the crowd 
A maverick approach 
White – not for surrender 
 
Yes, I really wanted boots like yours 
But if the truth be known 
What I really, really wanted 
Was to be able to play football like you 
 
And then wear white football boots 
 
PAUL COOKSON 



 
Paul Cookson with Alan Ball’s football boots 

 

 



THE GOODISON GOD FATHERS  

 

POET’S NOTES… 

This poem comes from a picture of the Everton team before the 1933 F.A. Cup Final 
where they wore raincoats for a promotional photograph. They looked like gangsters, so I 
tried to think of all the phrases and images that I could come up with to do with gangsters 
and the mafia that I could apply to footballers. Then I divided them into three or four line 
verses. I’d like to say that twelve lines in special – equal to the number of players in the 
picture – but that’s purely accidental. Do think of how you set out your poem though – 
start a new line when you take a breath. Try writing in phrases rather than in sentences.  
 
 

 
 

 
Gaberdine gangsters 
Merseyside Mafia 
Dressed to kill 
The dirty dozen 
 
Hit-men and hired guns 
Tough guys and target men 
All of them – shooters 
Goodison godfathers 
 
Don’t tread on their turf 
Don’t trespass their pitch 
Everton heavies 
Untouchables 
 
PAUL COOKSON 



THIRTY YEARS OF SHARING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POET’S NOTES… 
 
This poem was inspired by the match-day programme that Everton and Liverpool football clubs  
shared for 30 years.  
 
A page from a shared match day programme 
 

 

A city united by football 
A city united by passion 
A city united by sport 
A city united obsession 
 
The blue and the red – side by side 
Both singing from the same page 
The blue and the red – both together 
Sharing this platform and this stage 
 
Three score years united 
The fans devour each word 
Everyone read the blue and the red 
In the match day programme shared 
 
PAUL COOKSON 



              WHAT HISTORY THIS RATTLE KNOWS 

   

          
           POET’S NOTES… 

This poem was inspired by a rattle that a fan took to an F.A. Cup match in 1966. I chose this 
because a fan is likely to have taken a rattle along with them to every match they went to. 
Imagine the occasions that rattle was part of … That’s how the poem started. 

Again, I’ve addressed the rattle as a “person” (this is called “personification” – get your teacher 
to help you! ) 

1. You could pick an item and imagine it could talk … 
2. What would it say? 
3. What memories would it have? 
4. Where would it have been? 
5. What are the best things about being this item? 
6. What are the worst things about being this item? 

You could even have a repeating line to start each verse / stanza. For example if we use the rattle, 

I am the rattle that makes the noise 
I am the rattle that cheers each tackle 
I am the rattle that whirls all around …. 

And so on … 
 

 
If you could talk 
What stories you could tell – 
The millions of moments 
The magic and the matches 
 
The encouragement you gave 
The celebrations you led 
The noise you made 
In the places you’ve been 
 
The kick-offs you anticipated 
The goals that brought you to life 
The tackles you reacted to 
The trophies you welcomed home 
 
Rat-a-tat-tat-tat-tat 
Machine gun rat-a-tat-tackle 
Rat-a-tat-tat-tat-tat 
Everton supporter’s rattle 
 
Rat-a-tat-tat-tat-tat 
Round and round and round 
Rat-a-tat-tat-tat-tat 
The sound that fills the ground 
 
PAUL COOKSON 



 
 
1966 F.A. Cup Rattle 
 

 



             THE BARCELONA CUP 

   POET’S NOTES 

This poem was inspired by one of the oldest and rarest trophies in the Everton 
Collection…the Barcelona Cup. It was awarded to Everton F.C. in 1924 for beating 
Newcastle United in the Final of the Barcelona Cup competition, a special European 
competition to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Barcelona F.C.  

Before the world had heard of Barcelona 
F.C. – the brand 
We were there 
 
Before any of the reds dominated Europe 
We were there 
Before the Champions League was born 
We were there 
 
Nineteen twenty four and a 3 – 2 win 
We were there 
 
When history was made 
We were there 
 
First European trophy ever lifted by an 
English team 
There we were 
 
PAUL COOKSON 



 
 
 
Barcelona Cup 1924 
 
 

 
 
 



More ideas for your own football poems… 

Objects from the Everton Collection exhibition or places that you would see at a football match 
make great starting points for poems.   

For example,  

The turnstile 
The supporters stand 
The Cup Final ball 
The shirt belonging to a favourite player 

Have a brainstorm first. What have they seen? Think of all the different things they could have 
been involved in. The good times, the bad times, particular matches, particular incidents. Pick 
some of those out.  

Start with a phrase like… 

This is a turnstile 
Over a million turns 
Thousands of matches 
The fans who have passed this way 

Or 

This is the stand where… 

Or 

The Cup Final ball 
We followed your every movement… 

Or 

If only I could wear that shirt 
Then I… 

If you want to begin with a phrase you could look at all the important occasions in the club’s 
history… 
 
I was there when the book was signed 
And we were christened Goodison Park 
 
I was there when Dixie got his first goal… 
 
…and so on… 
 
Where were you when… 
 
Each object has a story to tell – your job as a writer and poet is to discover this story, bring it 
out. Start with something factual and then exaggerate, make it up…go where the ideas take you.  



   
If you would like to make any comments about our resources or find out other ways that the 
Everton Collection can be used to support learning then please contact: 
 
Belinda Monkhouse 
 
Creative Learning Officer – The Everton Collection 
 
Tel: 0151 233 5819 
 
Email: belinda.monkhouse@liverpool.gov.uk  

 


